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Kónitsąąíí Gokíyaa 

‘Big Water People Country’ 

[Texas-Mexico bifurcated border region]  

 

 

Statement RE: UN CERD Response to the United States on the Texas-Mexico Border Wall and 
its Discriminatory Impact on Indigenous Peoples; UN CERD requesting US Government to 
Comply with Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
 
 

Danzho!  LAW-Defense applauds the UN CERD’s recent statement and requests to the United 
States government specifically related to the Texas-Mexico border wall. 
 
In a letter dated March 1, addressed to Betty E. King, U.S. Permanent Ambassador to the United 
Nations, the UN CERD Chair Alexei Avtonomov stated, “In particular, the Committee is 
concerned by the situation of the Lipan Apache, a tribe which reportedly remains Federally 
unrecognized, given the information received that the construction of the wall through its 
land has allegedly damaged ancestral burial sites, reduced the tribe’s access to elders and 
other knowledge keepers, led to severe decline in biodiversity, and may lead to the 
disappearance of the tribal identity altogether as the community may be forced to leave the 
land.”  “Moreover, the Committee is concerned that […] the border wall has been 
constructed without the free, prior and informed consent of the affected communities, and 
that no effective judicial remedies or compensation have been provided to date.” 
 
Since 2007, Indigenous Peoples of Kónitsąąíí Gokíyaa [Texas-Mexico border region]--with 
integral traditions and histories of community, land and cultural protection--have taken 
principled stances to hold states accountable for historical policies of discrimination, racism, 
and injustice.  These have normalized and maintained systems of exclusion, violence and 
oppression against Indigenous peoples and the environment.  
 
The work for truth and justice on the issue of the border wall has been a long road with 
numerous barriers.  Nevertheless, without crucial partnerships, respect, and awareness, the 
Indigenous peoples of this territory could not have achieved this level of recognition of the 
urgent crisis of on-going and increasing human rights violations on the Texas-Mexico border. 
 
In pursuit of the right to truth and to redress, we recognize the Indigenous peoples whose 
dedication has raised this critical level of attention to an international body.  We especially 
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acknowledge our Elders for their input and advice and the CERD members for their clear 
understanding of Indigenous peoples' issues and concerns.   
 
We appreciate and recognize all who encouraged this effort, and those who provided advice, 
support, or technical assistance to LAW-Defense during this in-depth process.   
 
This includes the Human Rights Clinic of the University of Texas School of Law, the Emilio 
Institute for Indigenous and Human Rights, the International Indian Treaty Council, La Red 
Xicana, the Alma de Mujer/Indigenous Women’s Network, the Esperanza Peace and Justice 
Center, the Enlace Continental de Mujeres Indígenas de las Américas, Seventh Generation Fund, 
the International Center for Transitional Justice, and the Barcelona International Peace 
Resource Center.  
 
We extend our solidarity with Indigenous peoples who are on the front lines and 
simultaneously engaging the UN CERD by making significant contributions through dedicated 
defense of Indigenous peoples’ human rights. We are deeply familiar with the resolve, strength, 
focus, coordination and effort that this involves.  Specifically, we stand with those who the UN 
CERD affirmed in their reiteration of the issues concerning the ‘San Francisco Peaks’, and 
advocacy in Western Shoshone homelands. 
 
Axe’he! 
 
Lipan Apache Women Defense  
 
 
Background: 
 
UN CERD Letter to the United States 
 
February 25, 2013 Press Release 
 
LAW-Defense, Human Rights Clinic at the University of Texas School of Law submission 
to UN CERD 
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